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Interview with an Army officers

Q

What is the prevailing attitude of army officers coneerfing the most
recent events in our country? |

the deep distrust sgainst the political intentions of the President,
focused upon the arrival of Soviet arms and the disquieting circumstances
surrounding this huge shipment, has by no means been alleviated. The
statements by the Foreign 'mw and by the President were contradictory,
evagive and ambiguous., Most ofricei's are convingced that these arms were

a Soviet gift, made in exchange for some political commitment by the
government, presumably to further comminist purposes beyond our borders.
What do you and your brother officers think of the announced arrival of

' a Soviet military mission end instructor perscanel?

Foreign Minister Tordello denied it, but most of us believe it neverthsless,
This news fits .tn precisely with the other! well known activities of the
regimes But Arbenz end the comminist wire-pullers behind him are making

& very dangerous m;tgke. The Army is loyal and disciplined, but it is
uncanpromisingly antimoomministe It will not carry out orders designed

to further communist schemes for trouble at home and abroad, inastead of
safeguarding the peace and safety of our dear fatherlé.nd. If Arbenz
embroils his regime into troubles with our neighbors as well as with the
UeSey he must not expect us to protect him from the consequences of his
reckless policy. | ) y
But is your sba?ement notli:n canfliot with the traditional nonepolitical e
or at least non.partisan - attituds of our Army? ) |

Not at all, We cammot close our eyes before developments which violate

the constitution which we have sworn to uphold end which endanger the

country which we have sworn to defend., Apart from this basic duty of every )
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soldier, every officer, it would also be wrmg to consider the commnist
‘activities as 3\131; anothef political party affair which is of no concern to . .-
military men. There have been many dis?tassions among our officers recently
and their cutaome was fairly\mmus = the army must be alert to the
comminist danger}
Would you care to tell our listeners what the main arguments used in these
discussionjwere? .,
First of all, the commnists =e vhether disguised as & "workers" party (PGT)
or openly odlled Commmnist Party we should have never been recognized by the
authorities as a political party. Article 32 of our constitution expressly
forbids admissiqn of parties with foreign and international tiest there
can be not the slightest doubt that this means especially the communista,
's_ecmd,lgmmw awe their loyalty not to Guatemals, but to the Soviet
Union ees an attitude to which the Army camnot be indifferents it makes
any eozmmbis;t comp%.etely unaceeptable as a memboer of the Armed Forces, let
alone-aa commander=inechief, -
Deea the Amy consider President Arbenz as a cmnut?
mereianodmbtabout 1% in our ranks. Sure,ncneofuahaa been his.
membershj.p card «- but does this matter? If a man talks like a commnist,
surrounds himgelf with commnists, foilows communist advice in all matters
of foreign es well as domestio policy and scoepts secretly arms gifts from
the Soviet Union e what else can he be?
I couldn't agree more. IThank you, Major, for your remarkably frank and
enlightening answers. ‘hanks slso to all Army officers and soldiers who
thinklibeycmandonwhomwérelyfoseeourcountrysavedi‘romthecommnist

menace}




